Etheridge’s Epistle

Jesus said, “Blessed are....”

Every year when | return from Ecuador | realize how blessed | am. But Isanchedllenged by the Christif
community of Atacacho. They have so little in the way of material possessions difelttiey live is so verma
re

hard for them. Yet they are a very happy people. They feel they are dpleaded. The happiness they s
with me and the spirit of their lives causes me to reflect prown life and the Christian meaning of hag
ness. So often my happiness is based on the circumstances of life. Is that trues$ppine

Jesus spoke to his disciples about b&tessedWe call these sayings the Beatitudes. The word bl¢
which is used in each of the beatitudes is a very special word. It is the Greek worndusakéarkarious ca

be translated to mean blessed, happy, fortunate, and blissful. Homer used the worddm alessithy man
and Plato used it to describe one who is successful in business. kbosthis word makarious is translat

into happiness, a worldly translation. The English word happiness cothainsot word hap which meal
chance. Human happiness is something which is dependent on chance or the ciregroftdacJesus us¢d

this word markarious with a much deeper meaning, the meaning of blessedness.

The kind of happiness God desires for his children is a well-baibggssedness, which does not deperlr'l on

physical or temporary circumstances. To be blessed is not a sup eréibiad)f& well-being based on circu
stances, but a deep spiritual experience of contentedness based on the facs fii@tright with God.

Beginning Sunday, July 18 Kevin and | will begin a series of sermons on the Beatlitetdas join togethegf

in worship and word to listen to Jesus speak these words of Christian Joy aedress

See You in Church this Sunday
In Christ,
Dr. Bill Etheridge
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We'll kick off VBS with a Pic-
nic on Sunday, July 11 ™ at the |
Arbor around 11:30am.
VBS - July 12, 2010 — July 14, oS
2010
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FUMC Arbor 6:00pm — 8:00pm




D LDE JR.  INFORMATION NEEDED

AD U L I We want to make sure we have the
PMMIMNISTRY correct birth date for all members

born between 1913 & 1920. If

this information is incorrect,

please contact Ann Roberts at
1256 234-4452 or ar-
oberts@alexcityfumc.org.

Mattie Nabors—March 11, 1913
Catherine Mann—March 19, 1913
Wayland Gann—April 15, 1914
Homer Carlisle—November 27, 1914
Donald Petrey—February 24, 1917
Virginia Jackson—August 25, 1917
Elizabeth Cox—September 13, 1917
Flawdene Foy—January 16, 1918
Floyd Knight—March 13, 1918
Joe Brown— , 1918
LaVon Williams—April 28, 1919
Gary Petrey—May 17, 1919
Ruth Carlisle—March 21, 1920
Vera Harris—October 30, 1920
Chris Correia—December 24, 1920

These sixteen individuals have attained the honor of being
among the oldest members of our church. We want to make
sure our listis complete and accurate. Details of spegalr
nition plans will be forthcoming.

I "# $% &'
( )
* +) , - / ! &
A )
/ 1&&& 2% 3 ) )4 )
+ /
/
%ébé—
( #$ %$ &' "
e
#S %$ &' "

") 3") 3
4
5 0
&%+ 4
5
+
( 1 6
( 76
- 8
5
5 ! " H#S
%
&'()'$*$ %

Thank You From 2010 ASP Team

Thanksto everyone who supported
the 2010ASP Team for our service in Chavies, Kentucky.
The week provedto be challenging, but very rewaydi
The experience of serving God through our serndasb-

ers was an inspiration. We were also blessed thvith
love that was sharedto us from the families weeskr
This annual tripto the Appalachia Mountains woutd
be possible without the financial and spiritual o of
our church family. Thanksto everyone who purchase
stock and to everyone who prayed for us duringnbek.
Your prayers were fel.

Please plan to join us for the Shareholders DioneBun-
day, July 18 at 5:00 pm in the Arbor. The ASP team

will provide a wonderful dinner and we will sharestex-
periences of our week. Please let the churchelffow

if you planto attend.

Thanks again to everyone who was a part of thad vit
mission trip.
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Welcome

Sherry and Roger Pritchard joined First United
M ethodist Church on June 6, 2010 at the Arbor
vice. Welcome to our newest members.

Ser-
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Rev 1:3Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of the prophecy,
and blessed are those who hear and who keep what is written in it; for the time is near.

Begins August 4 and concludes November 17
Sixteen sessions

Two classes
Wednesday at 10:45 a.m.
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.

We will meet in the sanctuary.

ORDER YOUR WORK BOOK NOW!!

Call the church or email Bill (betheridge@alexcityfumc.org) to sign uph®Bible study and order your
booklet. Workbooks are $15.00 each

Each session will consist of : Introduction, Dr. Efrid’s presentation 20-30 minusessdion, questions and a
conclusion.

Our resource will be Dr. James “Mickey” Efird. Dr. Efird is Professor Boemt Duke Divinity School hav-
ing taught thousands of seminarians Greek and Biblical studies. Most say Mitkey favorite Bible

teacher, combining the knowledge of a scholar with communication skills thathisaeaching easy to un-
derstand.
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from Pr'liﬂh "o palace

Preschoolers through 6™ grade children have a place in our Vacation Bible
School!

In just a few weeks, we're taking a journey back to ancient Egypt...without
leaving our church! Find out what happened to Joseph as he went from
Pharaoh’s prison to palace.

Each day, your children can become part of history as they see, hear,
touch, and even taste what it was like to live in ancient Egypt during Bible
times! You'll explore authentic Marketplace shops, visit the Joseph in prison
and spend time with him in the palace, take partin games, dance to lively
Bible songs, and sample tasty tidbits as you discover more about the early
church. These experiences make God’'s Word come alive with new mean-
ing for all who participate!

We'll kick off VBS with a Picnic on Sunday, July 11 ™ at the Arbor
around 11:30am.
VBS - July 12,2010 — July 14, 2010
FUMC Arbor 6:00pm — 8:00pm

Other ways to register:
-Call the First United Methodist Church office 256-234-6322.
-Come bythe First United Methodist Church and pick up a registration form.
-Come on to Egypt on July 12" — we’ll find you a Egyptian family!



