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This Sunday I would like for us to look at the parable found  in Matthew 22:1-14, the 
parable of The Wedding Banquet. 
 
This story was not unfamiliar to Jesus' listeners. There was a story during Jesus' day that 
was told by Rabbi’s and it went like this : There was king who invited his guest to a feast, 
without telling them the exact date and time; but he did tell them that they must wash, 
and anoint, and clothe themselves that they might be ready when the summons came. 
The wise prepared themselves at once, and took their places waiting at the palace door, 
for they believed that in a palace a feast could be prepared so quickly that there would 
be no long warning. The foolish believed that it would take a long time to make the nec-
essary preparations and that they would have plenty of time. So they went, the mason to 
his lime, the potter to his clay, the smith to his furnace, the fuller to his bleaching-
ground, and they went on with their work. Then, suddenly, the summons to the feast 
came without any warning. The wise were ready to sit down, and the king rejoiced over 
his guest, and they ate and drank. But those who had not arrayed themselves in their 
wedding garments had to stand outside, sad and hungry. They could only look on at the 
joy they had lost. 
 
This Rabbinic parable, like Jesus', tells of the duty of preparedness for the summons of 
God, and the garments stand for the preparation that must be made. Let me ask, what 
will you be wearing to the king's reception? The invitation has gone out. The time has 
come. Let me suggest, in the words of the Apostle Paul, that you clothe yourself with 
Christ. Upon the King's greeting, you will be let in. Amen.  

 
 
 
See You In Church Sunday!! 
Dr. Bill Etheridge �
�
�
�

����  Etheridge’s Epistle 
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FUMC CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
11th ANNUAL FISHING TOURNAMENT! 

 
Every fall for the last eleven years, we’ve met in 
the wee hours of the morning. We’ve made new 
friends that were a little more wide-eyed and 
bushy-tailed than others. At first light, BJ Barnett 
makes final announcements with the soft hum of 
boat engines in the background. At his word, those 
humming engines burst to life!  

Watch out Largemouth, Spotted, and Redeye 
Bass….they’re coming to get you! 

This year’s tournament is on October 22, 2011 at 
Wind Creek State Park. Entry fee is $100 per boat. 
We will once again have the Adult/Child category 
as well as the Male/Female category. Proceeds 
from this tournament help both the Children’s 
and Youth ministries in our church. 
If you would like to help sponsor this important 
fundraiser, make checks payable to FUMC and 
note “Fishing Tournament” in the memo line. We 
would greatly appreciate any and all help! 
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“Love and Respect”  
 

New adult Sunday School class! 
 
This class will begin with classes on marriage 
and then in to studies chosen by the class.  
 
This small group is perfect for anyone that is 
married, divorced, widowed, single – everyone. 
We’re all working on relationships in our lives.  
 
Specifics:  
-Meeting in the conference room which is 
the old Associate Pastor’s office. 
 
-Small group will meet on Sunday mornings 
from 10am – 11am (while the children are in 
Sunday School). 
 
-Small group workbook is $10 per book 
(couples may choose to share). 
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“Making Sense of Life”  
 
New adult Sunday School Class meeting at the 

Scout Hut at   
10:00 A.M 

Please join us !! 
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