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� Etheridge’s Epistle�  
 

Ego eimi 
 

"This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!"   
Matthew 17:7 

I do not know who said it but it is true; 
"We were given two ears but only one mouth, because listening is twice as hard as talking."   

 

Here is another version that goes like this; 
"We were given two ears but only one mouth, because listening is twice as important as talking."   

 

How very true! But we need to be very careful. What do you listen to? What you listen to and allow into your 
mind, heart and soul becomes a power in your life that shapes you. In our spiritual lives it is very important to 
listen to the voice of God. 
 

I want to invite you on a journey of LISTENING. On the mount of transfiguration we are told two important 
truths and given one commandment and invitation.  
First we are told who Jesus is, this is my son. Second we are told that God Loves and is pleased with Jesus. 
Then God issues a commandment and an invitation listen to him. We are commanded and invited to listen to 
Jesus. For Lent this year let us listen to Jesus tell us who he is through the ego eimi, the I am saying. Each 
Sunday I will preach on a different I am saying. This Sunday we will listen to Jesus proclaim, "I am the light 
of the world” from John 8:12 
 

See you Sunday, 
Bro. Bill 

An Invitation from our District Superintendent 
Dr. Richard Stryker 

 
Bishop Willimon will  visit  Alexander City on February 21st and 22nd.  
   
Bishop Willimon will  preach at 5:00 p.m. at Flint Hill  UMC. You and your church are invited to join us for worship. 
 
On February 22nd at 9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. at Flint Hill  UMC, Bishop Willimon will lead a presentation for full-time 
pastors in the District. The focus again will be on “God’s Amazing Growth of Our Church.” We will gain key insights 
on how our Conference is learning how to grow the Kingdom. Full-t ime pastors are asked to come along with the key lay 
person, possibly two, from his or her church.   
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The Last Days of Jesus 
Lead by Bro. Bill 

10:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
 

Session 1 - From Warrior to Servant  - February 24 
Jesus the Messiah (Matthew 16:13 – 28) 

Dr. Matt Williams 
 

Session 2 - A Glimpse of Glory – March 3 
The Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1 – 9) 

Prof. Susan Hecht 
 

Session 3 - The Rejected King – March 10 
The Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21:1 – 22) 

Dr. Mark Strauss 
 

Session 4 - Love to the Full – March 17 
The Last Supper 

(John 13:1 – 5; Matthew 26:21 – 29) 
Dr. Scott Duvall 

 

Session 5 - The Ult imate Victory – March 24 
The Trial and Death of Jesus 

(Luke 22:66 – 23:3; 23:32 – 34, 44 – 47) 
Dr. Darrell Bock 

 

Session 6 - The Death of Death  - March 31 
The Resurrection of Jesus 

(Matthew 28:1 – 10) 
Dr. Gary Burge 
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Issues in Culture - Lead By Bro. Kevin -   
Beginning Wed. Feb. 24 at 6:00 pm. 

 
There are so many issues facing our culture     
today: homosexuality, abortion, genetic testing, 
and premarital sex – just to name a few.  With so 
many opinions and positions out there, how do 
we determine what our position should be?  How 
do is discuss these issues with my teenager, 
tween, colleague at work, best friend, or family 
member?  This is what this study will be seeking 
to provide using scripture as foundation.  Do you 
have an issue you would like to discuss?  Then 
p l e a s e  e m a i l  B r o .  K e v i n  a t 
kpayne@alexcityfumc.org and let him know.  
The study will meet on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 
in the Beacon Classroom (adjacent to the fellow-
ship hall).  It will begin on Feb. 24 and last for 
six sessions (ending March 31.)  Please contact 
Bro. Kevin if you have any questions, or if you 
would like more information. 
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