Etheridge’s Epistle
Ego eimi

“This is my Son, the Beloved; with him | am well pleasdisten to him!"
Matthew 17:7

I do not know who said it but it is true;
"We were given two ears but only one mouth, because listening is twice as hdkohgs ta

Here is another version that goes like this;
"We were given two ears but only one mouth, because listening is twice as im@srtalking."”

How very true! But we need to be very careful. What do you listen to? What you listehatoav into youl
mind, heart and soul becomes a power in your life that shapes you. In our spiritugidivesy important tg
listen to the voice of God.

| want to invite you on a journey &fSTENING. On the mount of transfiguration we are told two importf
truths and given one commandment and invitation.

First we are told who Jesus thjs is my sonSecond we are told that God Loves and is pleased with
Then God issues a commandment and an invitdisten to him.\We are commanded and invited to lister)
Jesus. For Lent this year let us listen to Jesus tell us who h®uig the ego eimi, theam saying. Each
Sunday | will preach on a different | am saying. This Sunday we will listerstes Jieroclaim;l am the light
of the world” from John 8:12

See you Sunday,
Bro. Bill

o

An Invitation from our District Superintendent
Dr. Richard Stryker

Bishop Willimon will visit Alexander City on February 25nd 224,

Bishop Willimon will preach at 5:00 p.m. at Flint Hill UMC. You and your church are invited to join us for wups
On February 22 at 9:00 a.m. — 10:30 a.m. at Flint Hill UMC ,Bishop Willimon will lead a presentation for ftire
pastors in the District. The focus again will be“@od's Amazing Growth of Our Church.” We will gakey insights

on how our Conference is leaming how to grow threglom. Full-time pastors are asked to come alatigtlue key lay
person, possibly two, from his or her church.
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"Be still, and know that | am God”

The Lord lift op
His connltenance
difarnr Jreen
awd give yon peace,
—Nmwborr 424

%

Wednesday Night Connection

The Last Days of Jesus

Lead by Bro. Bill
10:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Session 1 - From Warrior to Servant - February 24
Jesus the Messiah (Matthew 16:13 — 28)
Dr. Matt Williams

Session 2 - A Glimpse of Glory — March 3
The Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1 — 9)
Prof. Susan Hecht

Session 3 - The Rejected King— March 10
The Triumphal Entry (Matthew 21:1 — 22)
Dr. Mark Srauss

Session 4 - Love to the Full — March 17
The Last Supper
(John 13:1 —5; Matthew 26:21 — 29)
Dr. Scott Duvall

Session 5 - The Ultimate Victory — March 24
The Trial and Death of Jesus
(Luke 22:66—23:3; 23:32 — 34, 44 — 47)
Dr. Darrell Bock

Session 6 - The Death of Death - March31
The Resurection of Jesus
(Matthew 28:1 — 10)
Dr. Gary Burge
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A S ORTERENCE February 4, 2010

Alexander City First United Methodist Church
310 Green Street
Alexander City, AL 35010

Dear Members of Alexander City First UMC:

1 want to add my word of thanks to that of your District Superintendent’s.
Thanks for joining the more than four hundred churches that, even in tough
economic times, paid 100% of their fair share of our Conference mission,
benevolent, and administrative apportionments.

By vour 100% participation you show that you fully understand the purpose
and mission of the church. T know that any church who participated at 100%
level this vear had to make some tough, often painful decisions. Thanks for
deciding to be financially faithful to the work of Jesus Christ. Apportionment
payments not only do so much good to so many of Christ’s beloved children
around the world, but they are also an indication of the spiritual health and
vitality of a congregation.

In the name of Jesus Christ and his Kingdom, thank you!

William H. Willimon
Bishop, Birmingham Area

Every church challenged and equipped o make disciples of Jesus Christ by taking risks and changing lives




Southeast District
216 Madison 5t. RO, Box 537 Alexander City, AL 35011
256-409-9210 fax 256-408-9212 southeastdistrictume.org

S
MorTH ALasama CoONFERENCE

THE LUNITED METHODIST CHURCH
February 4, 2010

Rev. Bill Etheridge
Alexander City First UMC
310 Green Street
Alexander City, AL 35010

Dear Pastor Etheridge and Members of Alexander City First UMC:

Today, the United Methodist Church is feeding hungry children, providing
training for pastors, hospitals for the sick, sharing the gospel and planting
400 new churches worldwide, sending missionaries to Haiti and many
countries beeause of your generosity. Thank you for giving 100% to the
United Methodist Church mission and ministry apportionment by giving to
the North Alabama Conference and the Southeast District.

In spite of high jobless rates and economic challenges in many of our
counties, you have given sacrificially and generously to the work of Christ.
This is a sign of your commitment and faithfulness to the connection of
churches working together. Indeed, we accomplish more together than we can
accomplish individually.

As Jesus multiplied the loaves and fishes, may God bless your ministry and
multiply the gifts you have given.

Again, thank you and thanks to your leaders for guiding the church in
sacrificial generosity.

’ZZ‘/M'/E—_

Richard Lane Stryker II1
Superintendent, Southeast District

Every church challenged and equipped to make more disciples of Jesus Christ by taking risks and changing lives
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Issues in Culture - Lead By Bro. Kevin-
Beginning Wed. Feb. 24 at 6:00 pm.

~

There are so many issues facing our cultyre
today: homosexuality, abortion, genetic testing
and premarital sex — just to name a few. With go &
many opinions and positions out there, how fo +
we determine whabur position should be? How *
do is discuss these issues with my teenader, &( 3 +
tween, colleague at work, best friend, or fami
member? This is what this study will be seekir 5
to provide using scripture as foundation. Do y@u ( +
have an issue you would like to discuss? Then /

please email Bro. Kevin at 7+
kpayne@alexcityfumc.organd let him know. 8 9+: + +
The study will meet on Wednesdays at 6:00 gm
in the Beacon Classroom (adjacent to the fello
ship hall). It will begin on Feb. 24 and last f
six sessions (ending March 31.) Please contact
Bro. Kevin if you have any questions, or if you
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would like more information. S
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